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When performing an accuracy assessment in accuracy analyst, it may be 

necessary to turn off a location and exclude it from the analysis.  There are several 

reasons why this may occur, but in each case the user must have a justifiable reason for 

not including the point in the assessment.  This section will describe what the specific 

reasons are for turning off a location and when to choose that option.  It also includes a 

photographic example of each option following the textual description. 

Out of Bounds 

 Occasionally a GPS point will be located outside of the boundary of the user 

image.  If this occurs that point cannot be used in the analysis because there is no 

corresponding user-entered point available.  When the user chooses to turn off a location 

for this purpose, the out of bounds option must be selected from the announcement box. 

 

Figure 1. Out of Bounds Location 
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Ambiguous Location  

 An ambiguous location is one that is not clearly defined.  If there is any 

uncertainty as to where the location exists, then this point should not be used in the 

accuracy assessment.  If a point is located out of the boundaries of the image, the point 

can be turned off.  When the announcement box pops up, the user can select ambiguous 

location.  In the image below, the red lines indicate a structure that may or may not have 

previously existed, thus this point is an ambiguous location. 

 

Figure 2. Ambiguous Location 
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Obscured Location 

 An obscured location occurs when something is blocking the user’s view of the 

GPS location.  This can happen if trees and/or shrubs have been planted over a location, 

if a building or a car is blocking the location, or if a shadow is inhibiting the user’s view 

of a location.  If a location has been obscured by another object, the user can turn off the 

point and select “obscured location” in the announcement box. 

 

Figure 3. Obscured Location 
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Above Ground Locations 

 True photogrammetric methods require that all analysis points be taken at ground 

level.  If a location exists on the top of a building, on the top of a plant, or anywhere that 

is not identifiable on the ground that point must be excluded from the analysis.  If a 

location does not occur at ground level, the user can choose “Above Ground Location” 

from the announcement box that pops up. 

 

Figure 4. Above Ground Location 
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Damaged Location 

   A damaged location is any location that has been damaged, destructed, or 

desecrated beyond the ability to be recognized by the user.  If the damage exists to a point 

in which the location is no longer recognizable by the user, the point can be excluded and 

the “damaged location” option can be selected from the announcement box that is 

displayed when the point is shut off. 

 

Figure 5. Damaged Location 
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Other 

 When choosing to turn off a location, only turn it off it completely necessary. At 

least 20 points are needed per analysis, however more points increase statistical rigor.  If 

the image is being used in a court proceeding or any situation where the highest legal 

standards are required, proper documentation for turning off locations is vital.  For these 

reasons, users should refrain from choosing the “other” option unless the location does 

not fit into any of the other categories.  When choosing the “other” option, proper 

documentation should be listed in the records explaining why that point was turned off. 
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